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Foreword

A 21% century American Sign Language (ASL) curriculum is an increasingly important aspect of developing learners prepared for successin the 21%
century. Thus, the West Virginia Board of Education and the West Virginia Department of Education are pleased to present Policy 2520.18, 21%
Century American Sign Language Content Standards and Objectives for West Virginia Schools. The West Virginia American Sign Language
Standards for 21% Century Learning includes 21% century content standards and objectives as well as 21% century standards and objectives for learning
skills and technology tools. This broadened scope of curriculum is built on the firm belief that quality engaging instruction must be built on a
curriculum that triangulates rigorous 21% century content, 21% century learning skillsand the use of 21% century technology tools.

A committee of educators from across the state convened to develop the content standar ds and objectives. The overarching goal was to build a
rigorous, relevant and challenging American Sign Language curriculum that would prepare students for the 21% century. West Virginia educators,
including regular classroom teachers, deaf education teachers, and teachers representing higher education institutions played a key role in shaping the
content standards. The contribution of these professionals was critical in creating a policy that is meaningful to classroom teachers and appearsin a
format that can easily be used and under stood.

Policy 2520.18 is organized around the three major components of a standards-based curriculum: learning standards, instructional objectives and
performance descriptors. The learning standards are the broad descriptions of what all students must know and be able to do at the conclusion of the
instructional sequence. The accompanying Level | and |1 objectives are specific descriptors of knowledge, skills and attitudes that when mastered will
enable the student to attain the standard. The instructional objectives guide instructional planning and provide a basis for determining appropriate
assessments, instructional strategies and resources. The performance descriptors provide the basis for assessing overall student competence of
standards at Levels | and Il. The performance descriptors define the five student performance levels ranging from novice to distinguished. With the
ultimate goal of “learning for all,” these descriptors allow the teacher, students and parentsto judge the level of student proficiency in each 21st century
learning standard.

In combination, the use of learning standards, instructional objectives and performance descriptors becomes a comprehensive guide for delivering a
rigorous and relevant American Sign Language curriculum to West Virginia students. These elements, when used to guide the instructional process
and when delivered with the creativity and instructional expertise of West Virginia teachers, will become a powerful resource for preparing studentsto
meet the challenges of the 21% century.

Steven L. Paine
State Superintendent of Schools
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Explanation of Terms

Content Standards are broad descriptions of what students should know and be able to do in a content area. Content standards describe what
students' knowledge and skills should be at the end of a K-12 sequence of study.

Objectives are incremental steps toward accomplishment of content standards. Objectives are listed by grade level and are organized around the
content standards. Objectives build across grade levels as students advance in their knowledge and skills.

Performance Descriptors describe in narrative format how students demonstrate achievement of the content standards. West Virginia has
designed five performance levels. distinguished, above mastery, mastery, partial mastery and novice. Performance Descriptors serve two
functions. Instructionally, they give teachers more information about the level of knowledge and skills students need to acquire. Performance
levels and descriptors are also used to categorize and explain student performance on statewide assessment instruments.

Numbering of Standards

The number for each content standard is composed of four parts, each part separated by a period:
$ the content areacode is ASL for American Sign Language,

$ the letter S, for Standard,

$ thelevel (LI or LII), and

$ the standard number.

Illustration: ASL.S.LI.01 refersto Level | American Sign Language content standard #1.

Numbering of Objectives

The number of each objective is composed of five parts, each part separated by a period:

the content area code (ASL for American Sign Language),

$ the letter O is for Objective,

$ thelevel (LI or LII),

$ the number of the content standard addressed, and

$ the objective number.

[llustration: ASL.O.LI1.2.03 refersto an American Sign Language Level 11 objective that addresses standard #2 in Culture, the third objective
listed under that standard.
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Numbering of Performance Descriptors
The number for each group of five performance descriptors is composed of four parts, each part separated by a period:

$ the content area (ASL for American Sign Language),
$ theletters PD are for Performance Descriptors,

$ thelevel (LI or LII), and

$ the standard number.

Ilustration: ASL.PD.LI.2 refersto American Sign Language performance descriptors for Level |, content standard #2.

Unique Electronic Numbers (UENS)
Unique Electronic Numbers (or UENS) are numbers that help to eectronicaly identify, categorize and link specific bits of information. Once

Policy 2520.18 is available on the Web, each standard, each objective, and each group of five performance descriptors will have a Unique
Electronic Number (UEN) that will always remain the same.

The codes printed in Policy 2520.18 form the basis of the UENSs. The only additional set of numbers that will be added to each code to formulate
its UEN will be a prefix that indicates the year and month that a particular version of Policy 2520.18 is approved by the State Board of Educetion.
The prefix for the UENSs for each content areain Policy 2520.18 is noted at the top of each page containing standards, objectives and performance
descriptors. As sections of 2520.18 are revised, UENs will be changed to reflect the new approval date.

UENS (Unique Electronic Numbers) are unique numbers that facilitate implementation of WV Standards into Electronic formats such as Databases
and XML Files. The WV Department of Education encourages everyone who is going to use the WV 21* Century Content Standards in any kind
of electronic distribution, alignment, or software development to use the UENS so that all efforts can be cross-referenced and there is consistency
across initiatives.

[llustration: The UEN for Level | American Sign Language standard #2 will be “200602.ASL.S.L1.2".
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Abbreviations and Glossary

Content Areas
ASL American Sign Language
(ASL inimplied in al objectives versus other English-based sign systems)

Other Abbreviations
PD Performance Descriptors
O Objective
S Standard (Content Standard)

Glossary

*  Indicates that the term is defined in the Glossary at the end of the document
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE —-POLICY 2520.18

“ASL is simultaneously a store or a repository of cultural knowledge, a symbol of social identity, and a medium of interaction among Deaf people,” Dr. Barbara
Kannapell (1991).

The essence of human interaction is language and communication. The world that our students will encounter as adults will be vastly different from the one we
know today. The rapid development of technology makes the ability to communicate in more than one language a greater necessity for everyone. Therefore, it is
important to prepare our students for this multilingual environment by ensuring that they are able to function using a second language.

American Sign Language (ASL) originated around the turn of the 19" century with the merging of the French Sign Language and the sign language (Old ASL) of
the residents of Martha's Vineyard. ASL, recognized and accepted as a foreign language since the 1960’s because of the work done by William Stokoe of
Gallaudet (College) University, is a non-written, visual and gestural language that is widely used as the dominant sign language in the United States and Canada.
It is afully developed language, linguistically complete with a complex grammatical structure, semantics, vocabulary and syntax. Instead of relying on sounds,
ASL is acombination of handshapes, body movement, hand positions, and facial expressions. Consequently, it is a unique and distinct language which differs
from English and other spoken languages, from sign languages used in other countries, and from other English-based sign systems. Aswith all living languages,
ASL continuesto grow, change and evolve.

Because of the nature of ASL, a“body of literature” in the traditional sense does not exist. However, through written work about ASL and by ASL signers, the
wisdom, value and pridein ASL are passed on to future generations.

Just as a common “spoken” language defines a culture, American Sign Language defines and supports a distinct community and culture: the Deaf community
and Deaf culture. In this document, the uppercase letter “D” represents Deaf people, Deaf culture and Deaf Communities. The history and folklore of the
American Deaf community are preserved and handed down through ASL.

The West Virginia ASL 21% Century CSOs are based on the beliefs that:

ASL facilitates genuine interaction with others, both hearing and deaf.

ASL improves communication access in communities and in schools, colleges and universities.

ASL encourages socialization among the hearing and the deaf.

ASL builds strong communities and families for public acceptance of bilingualism and cultural diversity.

ASL provides afoundation for life-long learning and enjoyment.

ASL enhances job opportunities for the deaf, hard of hearing and hearing

ASL, and al foreign languages, should start at an early age. There is a direct correlation between the amount of time devoted to the study of alanguage
and the level of proficiency attained; therefore, the sequence of study of ASL should span several years.

ASL can be used as a means of communication to teach and enhance other content areas.

ASL, as aforeign language, is considered an NCLB core academic subject along with “English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, foreign
languages, civic and government, economics, arts, history and geography”. [No Child Left Behind, Title IX, part A, and Section 9101 (1) (D) (11)].

* & LR R T e
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The West Virginia 21% Century Content Standards and Objectives in American Sign Language identify what students should know and be able to do in order to
effectively communicate using American Sign Language. The rationale for the five standards for world language proficiency includes the following:

Communication is at the heart of the human experience. Therefore, the ability to communicate appropriately is the core of any language study.
Language and Culture are inseparable; thus, students can only master a language by developing an appropriate understanding of the authentic cultural
contexts which define the language, behaviors and contributions of the Deaf.

The third standard of Connections emphasizes the interconnectedness of the ASL curriculum with other parts of the students' academic lives. This
standard opens doors to information and experiences which enrich their lives.

Through Comparisons learners expand their view of the world, gain insight into their native language and culture, and develop critical thinking skills.
The Communities standard enabl es students to become competent and self-confident on order to work in multilingual communities at home and around
theworld.

BB B PP

The West Virginia Standards for 21% Century Learning include the following components: 21% Century Content Standards and Objectives and 21% Century
Learning Skills and Technology Tools, Policy 2520.14. All West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrated learning skills,
technology tools and content standards and objectives.
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American Sign Language Content StandardsLevels| and 11

Levels| and 11 American Sign L anguage
Standard: 1 Communication
ASL.S.1 Students will
communicate in American Sign Language to demonstrate a wide range of skillsincluding:
$ Receptive — understanding and interpreting American Sign Language on avariety of topics;
$ Expressive — conveying information, concepts, and ideas for avariety of purposes and on avariety of topics; and
$ Interactive — conversing with othersto provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.
Levels| and I American Sign Language
Standard: 2 Culture
ASL.S.2 Students will
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the relati onships of
$ per spectives,
$ practices and
$ contributions
of the American Deaf culture and the Deaf community.
Levels| and |1 American Sign L anguage
Standard: 3 Connections
ASL.S.3 Students will
$ acquire information to make connections with other disciplines and other perspectives through their knowledge and skillsin ASL and
understanding of the American Deaf culture.
Levels| and 11 American Sign L anguage
Standard: 4 Comparisons
ASL.S4 Students will
$ develop insightsinto the nature of language through comparisons of American Sign Language and English;
$ demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the American Deaf culture with other cultures.
Levels| and 11 American Sign L anguage
Standard: 5 Communities
ASL.S5 Students will
$ use the language both within and beyond the school setting;
$ show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment, enrichment and career development.

10
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American Sign Language Content Standar ds and Objectives—L evel |

American Sign Language Level | objectives primarily focus on the acquisition and development of communication skills. Studentswill likely enter this
cour se from various signing backgrounds. Students who are deaf, have a deaf parent, or have a close association with member s of the Deaf community
may enter the cour se with some proficiency in signing. Other students, particularly those with little association with deaf i ndividuals, may enter with no
prior knowledge or skillsin ASL. Therefor e, knowledge and skill acquisition may differ greatly between these two groups. The objectivesand
performance descriptors for ASL Level | have been developed to address those students who bring no prior knowledge or skillsto this beginning ASL
course. Thetopic of grammar always arises when educatorstalk about communication proficiency. Although correct grammar usage plays an
important part in effective communication, direct instruction of grammatical rules should be viewed as a means of effecting accurate communication
and not an end in itself. ASL Level | also introduces studentsto aspects of the Deaf culture, encouraging them to compar e the components of ASL with
those of the English language and American culture(s). Students are also encouraged to establish connectionsto the Deaf community and to carry their
new knowledge and skills beyond the classroom and into the community at lar ge.

The West Virginia Standards for 21st Century Learning include the following components: 21st Century Content Standards and Objectives, 21st
Century Learning Skills and Technology Tools. The integration of the learning skills and technology tools into the content sandards and objectives
provides students with a comprehensive learning platform in order to achieve mastery of the knowledge and skills of the ASL Level | course. All West
Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates learning skills and technology tools with the content standards and

obj ectives.
Level | Level | American Sign Language
Standard 1: Communication
ASL.SLLI.1 Students will
communicate in American Sign Language to demonstrate a wide range of skillsincluding:
$ Receptive — understanding and interpreting American Sign Language on avariety of topics;
$ Expressve — conveying information, concepts, and ideas for avariety of purposes and on avariety of topics; and
$ Interactive — conversing with othersto provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LI1.1

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at
Distinguished level incorporate a
variety of handshapes, pam
orientations, location, movement
and non-manual behaviors. They
comprehend signed messages on
familiar topics and infer meaning
from unfamiliar topics. Students
produce fluent signed exchanges
to convey information using basic
vocabulary on familiar topics.

Students performing at Above
Mastery level use anumber of
handshapes, palm orientations,
location, movement and non-
manual behaviors with some
facility. They comprehend,
recognize, identify and respond to
signed messages on a variety of
topics by using context to assist
understanding. Students
demonstrate a smooth flow of

Students performing at Mastery
level use alimited number of
handshapes, palm orientations,
|ocation, movement and non-
manual behaviors with some
hesitation. They comprehend,
recognize, identify and respond to
signed messages on familiar
topics. Students convey
information and make short
interpersonal signed exchanges

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level use few handshapes,
palm orientations, location,
movement and non-manual
behaviors with hesitation. They
comprehend and react to smple
signed messages on familiar
topics. Students convey
information and make short
interpersonal exchanges using
basic signs and gestures on

Students performing at Novice
level use few handshapes, palm
orientations, location, movement
and non-manual behaviors with
hesitation and inconsistent
accuracy. They recognize high
frequency signed messages on
familiar topics. Studentsrely on
iconic signs and gestures to
convey information and make
short interpersonal exchanges.

11
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They require fingerspelling and/or
repetition of low frequency
signs/vocabulary related to
complex concepts.

signed exchanges to convey
information using basic
vocabulary on familiar topics.
They require fingerspelling and/or

using basic vocabulary on familiar
topics. They require
fingerspelling for some signs
and/or repetition of signing.

familiar tcpics. They require
frequent fingerspelling for signs
and/or repetition of signing.

They require on-going repetition
of signs, gestures and
fingerspelling.

repetition of less common
signs/vocabulary.

Objectives Studentswill
ASL.O.LI.01.01 model handshapes, palm orientations, location, movement, and non-manual behaviors within the registers in receptive, expressive and interactive
communication.
This objective spans the three modalities of receptive, expressive and interactive language use.
Receptive understanding and interpreting American Sign Language on a variety of topics
ASL.OLI.1.02 recognize simple words, numbers and phrases in authentic |anguage samples.
ASL.O.L1.1.03 identify people, ideas, objects and emations.
ASL.O.LI1.1.04 comprehend main ideas using basic vocabulary on familiar topics.
ASL.O.L1.1.05 follow short, simple directions, commands and instructions.
ASL.O.L1.1.06 read or listen to and comprehend simple stories, poems, and informational texts.
EXxpressive conveying information, concepts and ideas for avariety of purposes and on avariety of topics
ASL.O.L1.1.07 present information and/or stories based on simpl e topics from a signed or written source.
ASL.O.L1.1.08 give short, simple directions, commands and instructions.
ASL.O.L1.1.09 relay information from oral or written sources.
ASL.O.LI1.1.10 make simple requests.
ASL.O.LI.1.11 communicate need for clarification of signed or written information on simple topics.
ASL.O.LI1.1.12 model use of appropriate gestures, facial expressions and registers
Interactive conversing with others to provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions
ASL.O.LI1.1.13 make short exchanges of basic information about personal needs, courtesies, feelings, likes and dislikes and other familiar topics.
ASL.O.L1.1.14 make and respond to introductions and farewells using appropriate spatial agreement*.
ASL.O.LI.1.15 ask and answer guestions on simpletopics.
ASL.O.LI.1.16 identify and exchange information on major points of issues related to the school and/or community.
Level | Level | American Sign Language
Standard 2: Culture
ASL.S.LI.2 Students will
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the
$ per spectives,
$ practices and
$ contributions
of the American Deaf culture and the Deaf community.

12
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Performance Descriptors ASL.L1.PD.2

Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice
Students performing at Students performing at Above | Students performing at Students performing at Partial | Students performing at Novice
Distinguished level analyzethe | Mastery level explain the Mastery level give examplesof | Mastery level level recognize few major
major components of major components of major components of identify some of the magjor components of perspectives,
perspectives, practices and perspectives, practices and perspectives, practices and components of perspectives, practices and contributions.
contributions. They compare contributions of the Deaf contributions of the Deaf practices and contributionsof | They list common
common beliefg/attitudes and culture. Students compare culture. Students explain Deaf culture. Students recall beliefg/attitudes and major
major historical figures and common beliefg/attitudesand | common beliefg/attitudesand | common beliefs/attitudesand | historical figures and events of
events of Deaf culture and magjor historical figures and major historical figures and major historical figures and Deaf culture They usefew
draw conclusions regarding events of Deaf culture. They events of Deaf culture. They events of Deaf culture. They patterns of behavior
their impact. They demonstrate common patterns | use some common patternsof | employ few patterns of (sociolinguistic*) from the
automatically incorporate of behavior (sociolinguistic*) behavior (sociolinguistic*) behavior (sociolinguistic*) Deaf culture.
common patterns of behavior used in the Deaf culture. They | usedinthe Deaf culture. used in the Deaf culture.

(sociolinguistic*) used in the examine the subcultures within
Deaf culture. They compare the Deaf community.
relationships among the
subcultures within the Deaf

community.

Objectives Studentswill

ASL.O.L1.2.01 identify beliefs, values and customs of the Deaf community.

ASL.O.L1.2.02 recognize themes, ideas and/or perspectives of the Deaf culture (e.g., folklore, Deaf humor, ABC stories).

ASL.O.L1.2.03 demonstrate an awareness of Deaf heritage and identify major historical events and persons from the Deaf culture.

ASL.O.L1.204 give examples of the various commonly-held historical beliefs about the Deaf culture (e.g., location and types of educational opportunities,
impact of the various methodologies, listening devices).

ASL.O.L1.2.05 identify and discuss the contributions of linguists and pioneers of the language and culture.

ASL.O.L1.2.06 explore the artistic, scientific, and philosophical contributions of ASL users to society (e.g., Alexander Graham Bell, Edward Minor Gallaudet,
Laurent Clerc, National Theater of the Deaf, Deaf Way).

ASL.O.L1.2.07 identify and understand the significance of ASL, objects, images, products and symbols of the Deaf culture.

ASL.O.L1.2.08 recognize behaviors that are unigue to the Deaf culture (e.g., hugs, eye contact, personal space).

Lewl | Level | American Sign L anguage

Standard 3: Connections

ASL.S.LI.3 Students will

$ acquire information and make connections to other disciplines and with other perspectives through their knowledge and skillsin ASL and

understanding of the American Deaf culture.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LI.3

13
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Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at the
Distinguished level easily and
accurately use ASL to convey
information, including
technology, from all other
subject areas. They debate a
variety of issues of cross-
cultural importance. They
demonstrate a high level of
competence in using common
technological resources.

Students performing at Above
Mastery level convey most
concepts from other subject
areas, including technology,
into ASL. They compare and
contrast issues of cross-cultural
importance. They utilize
common technological
resources with frequency and
facility.

Students performing at
Mastery level use ASL to
report on concepts learned in
other subject areas, including
technology. They explain
issues of cross-cultural
importance. They identify
appropriate technology
resources to assist
communication.

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level identify concepts
from other subject areas,
including technology, which
can be conveyed in ASL.

They report on concepts which
can be conveyed using basic
signs or whose content is
simple. Students identify
issues of cross-cultural
importance. They recognize
that technology resources to
assist communication are
available.

Students performing at the
Novice level name alimited
number of concepts from other
subject areas including
technology, which can be
conveyed in ASL. They
recognize major issues of
cross-cultural importance.
They name commonly used
technology resources that
assist communication.

Objectives Students will

ASL.O.L1.3.01 observe and use established patterns of behavior for interacting in cross-cultural settings (e.g., greetings and introductions).

ASL.O.L1.3.02 recall concepts learned in other subject areasusing ASL.

ASL.O.L1.3.03 identify and use technology for exchange of information in cross-cultura settings (e.g., IM, TTY/TDD*, closed-captioning, text telephone, relay
services).

ASL.O.LI1.3.04 identify resources related to deafness and the Deaf culture (e.g., print and non-print of ASL).

ASL.O.L1.3.05 identify cross-cultural relevance of common issues (e.g., family dynamicsin relation to communication among family members—deaf child/deaf
parent compared to deaf child/hearing parent and hearing child/deaf parent).

Level | Level | American Sign Language

Standard 4: Comparisons

ASL.SLI.4 Students will
$ develop insightsinto the nature of language through comparisons of American Sign Language and English;
$ demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comparisons of the American Deaf culture with other cultures.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.L1.4

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at
Distinguished level categorize
and compare linguistic and
structural similarities and
differences of ASL and
English. They look to history
to help analyze and cite
examples of language's effect

Students performing at Above
Mastery level differentiate
between most linguistic and
structural, similarities and
differences of ASL and
English. They discussthe
inter-relatedness of language
and culture generally relying

Students performing at
Mastery level identify and
describe common linguistic
and structural similarities and
differences between ASL and
English. They explore how
language affects culture and
vice versa. Students examine

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level give exanples of
readily apparent linguistic and
structural similarities and
differences between ASL and
English. They recognize
certain situationsin which
culture is affected by language

Students performing at Novice
level recognize alimited
number of common linguistic
and structural similarities and
differences between ASL and
English relying mostly on the
identification of cognates.
They identify few situationsin

14
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on culture and vice versa.
Students look for and predict
patterns and associationsin
both ASL/English languages
and Deaf/ American cultures.

on changes brought forth asa
result of technical advances.
Students compare and contrast
certain aspects of Deaf and
American cultures.

certain aspects of Deaf and
American cultures to identify
commonalities and differences.

or viceversa. Students
identify common or highly
visible similaritiesand
differencesin Deaf and
American cultures.

which language and culture are
interrelated. Students name
readily apparent cultural
similarities and differences.

Objectives Students will

ASL.O.L1.4.01 recognize similarities and differences between English and the visual/conceptual features of ASL (e.g., gestural*, non-manual behaviors*, spatial
agreement* , syntax*, appropriate use of registers*).

ASL.O.L1.4.02 compare the intonation and word order patterns used in ASL with the intonation and word order patterns used in English (e.g., questions,
negatives, statements).

ASL.O.L1.4.03 recognize similarities and differences between the American culture(s) and the Deaf culture including perspectives, practices, and contributions
(e.g., theimportance of affiliations* and status within the community).

Level | Level | American Sign L anguage

Standard 5: Communities

ASL.SLLI.5 Students will
$ use the language both within and beyond the school setting;
$ show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment, enrichment, and career development.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LI.5

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at
Distinguished level participate
in experiencesrelated to ASL
and the Deaf communities.
They choose opportunities for
personal interest, enjoyment
and employment. Students
share and present information
about ASL and the Deaf in
various settings beyond the
school and local community.

Students performing at Above
Mastery level seek out
experiences and information
from sourcesrelated to ASL
and the Deaf communities.
They locate opportunities for
personal interest, enjoyment
and employment. Students
share and present information
about ASL and the Deaf in
various settings within the
school and community.

Students performing at
Mastery level locate and select
experiences and information
from sourcesrelated to ASL
and the Deaf communities.
They explore opportunities for
personal interest, enjoyment
and employment. Students
shareinformation about ASL
and the Deaf in informal
settings with family and
friends.

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level locate
experiences and information
from sourcesrelated to ASL
and the Deaf communities.
They recognize that the
information leads to
opportunities for personal
interest, enjoyment and
employment. Students share
basic information about ASL
and the Deaf in informal
settings with family and
friends.

Students performing at Novice
level identify experiences and
information from sources
related to ASL and the Deaf
communities. They collect
information about
opportunitiesfor personal
interest, enjoyment and
employment that are associated
with ASL and the Deaf.
Students occasionally share
information about ASL and the
Deaf outside of the classroom.

Objectives Students will

ASL.O.L1.5.01 locate resources for the Deaf and recognize the potential of ASL (e.g., ASL clubs and organizations, Deaf education, deaf-relatedcareers).

ASL.O.L1.5.02 present information to people locally and around the world (e.g., Deaf Awareness, Deaf Heritage).

ASL.O.L1.5.03 identify opportunitiesto use ASL for enjoyment (e.g., finger-spelling games, no-voice allowed class period, cultural/social activities, interpreted
performances).

15
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American Sign Language Content Standar ds and Objectives—Levd 11

American Sign Language Level 11 objectives primarily focus on the continued acquisition of communication skills and refinement of proficiency in the
three skill areas of receptive, expressive, and interactive communication. ASL Level |1 continuesto introduce studentsto aspects of the American Deaf
culture, encouraging them to analyze the components of ASL and to explore the role of the Deaf culture within the American culture(s). Studentsare
encouraged to participate in the Deaf community, to refine their knowledge and skills, and to shar e this information within and beyond the school

setting to the community at large.

The West Virginia Standards for 21st Century Learning include the following components: 21st Century Content Standards and Objectives, 21st
Century Learning Skills and Technology Tools. The integration of the learning skills and technology tools with the content standards and objectivesin
the ASL Level Il course provides students with a vehicle to continue development of knowledge and skillsin order to attain proficiency in ASL. All
West Virginia teachers are responsible for classroom instruction that integrates learning skills and technology tools with the content standards and

obj ectives.
Leve Il Level II American Sign L anguage
Standard 1: Communication
ASL.S.LII.1 Students will
communicate in American Sign Language to demonstrate a wide range of skillsincluding:
$ Receptive — understanding and interpreting American Sign Language on avariety of topics;
$ Expressive — conveying information, concepts, and ideas for avariety of purposes and on avariety of topics; and
$ I nteractive — conversing with othersto provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LII.1

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at
Distinguished level
consistently integrate
handshapes, palm orientations,
location, movement and non-
manual behaviorsin
communicative situations.
They understand and respond
to signed messages,
anticipating and predicting
meaning. Students generate
fluent signed exchanges. They
request fingerspelling, in rare
circumstances, for clarification
of vocabulary related to
complex concepts.

Students performing at Above
Mastery level use appropriate
handshapes, palm orientations,
|ocation, movement and non-
manual behaviors. They
understand and respond to
signed messages, inferring
meaning when necessary.
Students produce smooth
signed exchanges, with few
interruptions, to convey
information. They request
fingerspelling for clarification
of vocabulary related to
complex concepts.

Students performing at
Mastery level use handshapes,
palm orientations, location,
movement and non-manual
behaviors with minimal
hesitation. They understand
and respond to level-
appropriate signed messages.
Students produce a smooth
flow of signed exchanges to
convey information using
level-appropriate vocabulary.
They request fingerspelling for
unfamiliar signs and
occasional repetition.

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level use anumber of
handshapes, palm orientations,
location, movement and non-
manual behaviors with
hesitation. They comprehend
and respond to level
appropriate signed messages.
Students convey information
and make short interpersonal
signed exchanges using basic
vocabulary on familiar topics.
They request fingerspelling for
some signs and/or repetition of
signing.

Students performing at Novice
level use some handshapes,
palm orientations, location,
movement and non-manual
behaviors with hesitation.
They identify and understand
high frequency signed
messages on familiar topics.
Students draw on iconic signs
and gestures to convey
information and make short
interpersonal exchanges. They
request frequent repetition of
signs, gestures and
fingerspelling.
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Objectives Students will
ASL.O.LI1.1.01 incorporate appropriate handshapes, palm orientations, location, movement, and non-manual behaviors within the registersin receptive, expressive
and interactive communication.
This objective spans the three modalities of receptive, expressive and interactive language use.
Receptive understanding and interpreting American Sign Language on a variety of topics
ASL.O.LIN1.1.02 demonstrate understanding of signed communication about activities at school or in the Deaf community.
ASL.O.LIN1.1.03 differentiate between similar descriptions of people, ideas, objects and emotions.
ASL.O LII.1.04 summarize the main themes and significant details of topics and presentations.
ASL.O.LII.1.05 carry out multi-step directions, commands and instructions based on familiar topics and vocabulary.
ASL.O.LII1.1.06 distinguish the principle characters, main ideas, and themes in selected literary presentations (e.g., storytelling, folklore, poetry, drama).
Expressive conveying information, concepts and ideas for avariety of purposes and on avariety of topics
ASL.O.LIN1.1.07 gather, prepare and deliver information, short plays/skits, poetry or anecdotes based on familiar topicsfrom a signed or written source.
ASL.O.LI1.1.08 explain processes, procedures and |ocations of multi-step directions, commands and instructions.
ASL.O.LII.1.09 interpret* information expressively from oral or written sources.
ASL.O.LIN1.1.10 express needs, likes, dislikes with supporting details based on familiar topics.
ASL.O.LII.1.11 seek clarification of signed information to confirm understanding.
ASL.O.LINI.1.12 incorporate commonly used gestures, facial expressions and registers.
Interactive conversing with othersto provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions, and exchange opinions
ASL.O.LIN1.1.13 discuss opinions and preferences about personal experiences and other familiar topics.
ASL.O.LII.1.14 reguest and provide information on avariety of familiar topics.
ASL.O.LINI.1.15 negotiate meaning of signed information to reach understanding.
ASL.O.LINI.1.16 explore and discuss possible solutions to issues related to the school and/or community.
Leve Il Level I American Sign L anguage
Standard 2: Culture
ASL.S.LII.2 Students will
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the relati onships of
$ per spectives,
$ practices and
$ contributions
of the American Deaf culture and the Deaf community.

Performance DescriptorsASL.LI1.PD.2

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at the
Distinguished level determine
the degree of influence of
various facets of perspectives,
practices and contributions of
the Deaf culture. They work to

Students performing at Above
Mastery level provide
examples of and describe
major and supporting facets of
the perspectives, practices and
contributions of the Deaf

Students performing at
Mastery level discussthe
major and supporting facets of
the perspectives, practices and
contributions of the Deaf
culture. They discuss

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level identify some of
the major and supporting
facets of the perspectives,
practices and contributions of
the Deaf culture. They

Students performing at the
Novice level identify afew of
the major and supporting
facets of perspectives,
practices and contributions.
They describe some
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create associations in order to
understand the history and
evolution of the Deaf culture.
Studentsincorporate
knowledge of beliefg/attitudes,
historical events and figures to
trace influences affecting the
Deaf culture. They seamlessly
integrate appropriate patterns
of behavior (sociolinguistic*).
They predict the impact of
people, issues and events on
the Deaf cultures.

culture. They analyze
beliefg/attitudes and historical
figures and eventsin order to
understand the evolution of the
Deaf culture and itsimpact on
American culture. Students
produce appropriate patterns of
behavior (sociolinguistic*).
They assess the impact of the
subcultures of the Deaf
community on the Deaf and
American cultures.

beliefg/attitudes and historical
figures and events. They
incorporate appropriate
patterns of behavior
(sociolinguistic*) with little
hesitation. They explore and
discuss defining characteristics
of the subcultures within the
Deaf culture.

identify and explain some
commonly -held beliefs and
attitudes. They recognize
some historical figures and
enumerate few events related
to the Deaf culture. They use
high frequency
sociolinguistic* behaviors.
Students give examples of and
define subcultures within the
Deaf culture.

commonly -held beliefs and
attitudes. Students name afew
historical figures or events
related to the Deaf culture.
They apply afew high
frequency sociolinguistic*
behaviorsto very specific
circumstances. Students list
examples of subcultures within
the Deaf culture.

Objectives Students will
ASL.OL.I1.2.01 analyze and discuss common beliefs and attitudes among members of the Deaf community.
ASL.OL.I1.2.02 discuss literary elements of folklore, humor and ABC stories from the Deaf culture.
ASL.OL.I1.2.03 describe contributions made by people who influenced the Deaf heritage.
ASL.OL.I1.2.04 examine and compare opinions regarding ASL as alanguage and itsinfluence on other languages.
ASL.OL.I1.2.05 explore the membership of the Deaf community and its hierarchy and identify roles of organizations of the Deaf (e.g., Deaf clubs, Deaf
organizations, Deaf education programs).
ASL.OL.I1.2.06 discuss the significance of ASL, objects, images, products and symbols of the Deaf culture.
Level Il Level 11 American Sign Language
Standard 3: Connections
ASL.S.LII.3 Students will
$ acquire information and make connections to other disciplines and with other perspectives through their knowledge and skillsin ASL and
understanding of the American Deaf culture.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LI11.3

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at the
Distinguished level skillfully
interpret concepts from all
other subject areasin ASL.
They look for opportunitiesto
make connections in and with
other areas of study. They
analyze and critique issues of
cross-cultural importance.
Students present and defend

Students performing at Above
Mastery exchange information
and establish connections
between ASL and other subject
areas. They analyze issues of
cross-cultural importance and
formulate conclusions,
solutions, or hypotheses.
Students skillfully incorporate
and adapt technol ogical

Students performing at

Mastery level exchange
information from and among
other subject areasusing ASL.
They explore issues of cross-
cultural importance

referencing extenuating
circumstances and implications
such as history, geography,
social attitudes, etc. Students

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level convey most
conceptual information from
other subject areasin ASL.
They cite major issues of
cross-cultural importance and
discuss salient points. Students
apply appropriate
technological resources.

Students performing at the
Novice level translate basic
information from other subject
areasin ASL. They recognize
high profile issues of cross-
cultural importance. Students
use common technological
resources.
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positions, conclusions,
solutions and/or hypotheses.
They assess and apply
technological resources with
ease and accuracy.

resources.

integrate technological
resources with ease and
frequency.

Objectives Students will

ASL.O.LI1.3.01 describe established patterns of behavior in cross-cultural settings.

ASL.O.LIN1.3.02 discuss topics from other subject areasin ASL.

ASL.O.LIN1.3.03 analyze and select the appropriate technology available to the Deaf community in cross-cultural settings based on advantages and limitations of the
selected technology.

ASL.O.LI1.3.04 identify issues from different perspectives of members of the Deaf culture (e.g., using topics found in deaf publications such as: NAD*
Broadcaster, WVAD Newsletter* ; “Deaf President Now” movement; state and federal |egislation).

Leve Il Leve Il American Sign Language

Standard 4: Comparisons

ASL.SLII.4 Students will
$ develop insights into the nature of language through comparisons of American Sign Language and English;
$ demonstrate an understanding of the concept of culture through comp arisons of the American Deaf culture with other cultures.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LI1.4

Distinguished

Above Mastery

Mastery

Partial Mastery

Novice

Students performing at
Distinguished level apply
internalized knowledge of
level-appropriate similarities
and differences in linguistics
and structure of ASL/English
and between the Deaf and
American cultures. They refer
to and cite historical, societal
and attitudinal changes that
influence the relationship of
culture and language. Students
draw conclusions about the
how and why of established
patterns and associations.
Students analyze the history of
education of deaf and hearing
children in the United States.
Students debate current topics

Students performing at Above
Mastery level analyze,
compare and contrast
linguistic, structural, and
cultural similarities and
differences of ASL and
English/ Deaf and American
cultures. They look to
historical and societal changes
to predict additional patterns
and associations of the
languages and cultures.
Students discuss the history of
education of deaf and hearing
children in the United States.
Students research and explain
current topics of
interest/concern to the Deaf
culture.

Students performing at
Mastery level explore, discuss
and summarize linguistic,
structural, and cultural
similarities and differences
between ASL and English/
Deaf and American cultures.
They reference technol ogical
advances to provide examples
of the interrelatedness of
language and culture. They
trace the history of education
of deaf and hearing childrenin
the United States. Students
explore current topics of
interest/concern to the Deaf
culture.

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level explaina
number of linguistic,
structural, and cultural
similarities and differences
between ASL and English/
Deaf and American cultures.
They identify and form
conclusions on certain factors
affecting the relationship of
language and culture. They
locate important facts and
events about the history of
education of deaf and hearing
children in the United States.
Students give exampl es of
current topics of
interest/concern to the Deaf
culture.

Students performing at Novice
level describe a number of
linguistic, structural, and
cultural similarities and
differences between ASL and
English/ Deaf and American
cultures. They identify
important facts and events
about the history of education
of deaf and hearing childrenin
the United States. Students list
current topics of
interest/concern to the Deaf
culture.
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of interest/concern to the Deaf
culture.

Objectives Students will

ASL.O.LI1.4.01 summarize the syntactical and linguistic similarities and differences between ASL and English (e.g., relationship between sign/word order and
meaning, question format, verb inflections, time and tense indicators).

ASL.O.LII1.4.02 analyze and debate topics pertinent to ASL and the Deaf culture (e.g., cochlear implants, ASL vs. English sign systems, deaf education
philosophies).

ASL.O.LI1.4.03 utilize critical elements of ASL that must be mastered to convey meaning.

ASL.O.LIN1.4.04 compare and contrast deaf education and its history with the education of hearing children in America.

ASL.O.LI1.4.05 compare and contrast ASL and English figurative language and idioms.

Level Il Level 11 American Sign Language

Standard 5: Communities

ASL.S.LIIL.S Students will
$ use the language both within and beyond the school setting;
$ show evidence of becoming life-long learners by using the language for personal enjoyment, enrichment, and career development.

Performance Descriptors ASL.PD.LII.5

Distinguished Above Mastery Mastery Partial Mastery Novice

Students performing at
Distinguished level independently
participate in Deaf communitiesto
gain additional information about
ASL and the Deaf. They assess
theinformation to determineits
benefits in terms of personal
interests, enjoyment and
employment. They socializein
various Deaf settingsto gain
understanding of ASL and the
Deaf communities.

Students performing at Above
Mastery level independently
locate opportunities to participate
in experiences and gain additional
information about ASL and the
Deaf. They summarize the
information to explore its benefits
in terms of personal interests,
enjoyment and employment. They
look for opportunities to share
information about ASL and the
Deaf within various settings.

Students performing at Mastery
level look for opportunitiesto gain
information and participate in
experiences related to ASL and
the Deaf communities. They relate
the information to opportunities
for personal interest, enjoyment
and employment. Students
exchange information about ASL
and the Deaf within informal
Settings.

Students performing at Partial
Mastery level locate and select
experiences and information from
sources related to ASL and the
Deaf communities. They locate
opportunities for personal interest,
enrichment, and employment.
Students exchange information
about ASL and the Deaf with
family and friends.

Students performing at Novice
level memorize and tell
experiences and information from
sources related to ASL and the
Deaf communities. They describe
opportunities for personal interest,
enrichment and employment.
Students exchange information
about ASL and the Deaf within
the classroom.

Objectives Studentswill

ASL.O.LI1.5.01 locate and participate in activities in which the ability to communicate in ASL may be beneficial to schools and communities.
ASL.O.LI1.5.02 exchange information with people locally and around the world (e.g., e-mail, deaf pen pals, video relay services, TTY*).

ASL.O.LII.5.03 pursue opportunitiesto use ASL for enjoyment (e.g., Deaf clubs, signing for public events, displays, debates, interpreting for deaf students).
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American Sign Language Glossary
Abstract — signs without resemblance to avisual representation of the actual word (e.g., the sign for “feel”).

American Sign Language (ASL) —anon-written, visual and gestural language that iswidely used as the dominant sign language in the United States and
Canada.

Classifier s— signs and handshapes used to describe objects, persons, category of nouns, parts of the body, specific numbers, and non-specific numbers.
Deaf — Deaf (with an uppercase “D”) used within the Deaf Community to reflect its pride and culture.

deaf — deaf (with alowercase “d”) refers to individualswho cannot hear well enough to understand spoken language.

Deaf community — Deaf and hard of hearing people who share common interestsincluding ASL, experiences, attitudes, goals and values.

Finger spelling (manual alphabet) — the use of the hands to represent individual letters to spell words.

Gestural —refersto any movement of the body that occurs for the purpose of communication.

Har d-of-Hearing — refersto individual s with a hearing loss who primarily rely on spoken language.

I conic — avisual representation for asigned word, (e.g., the sign for elephant moves the hand from the mouth in the shape of an elephant’ s trunk).

Inter pret —to convey a spoken communication synchronously into avisual form such as American Sign Language.

I ntonation — the use of ASL components to differentiate degree of emotions.

Manual babbling — hand movements, generally used by very young children, that reflect the rhythmic patternsin sign language and demonstrate the
development of visual-spatial language.

NAD— National Association of the Deaf.

Non-manual behaviors—acomponent of ASL involving facial expressions and/or movement of the body to help express or emphasi ze a thought or idea.
Palm orientation — the direction in which the hand/palm is turned (e.g., up, down, left, right).

Register s— methods to convey the degree of formality: frozen, formal, consultative, informal/casual, and informal.

Signer — aperson who expresses his/her ideas and thoughts through sign language.
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Spatial Agreement — using the signing space and facial expressionsto convey placement, direction, and third person in order for the listener to visualize what
is being described.

Syntax — the order in which words are used to form sentencesin alanguage.
TTY/TDD —devicethat allows deaf individual s to use the tel ephone.

WVAD Newsletter — publication of the West Virginia Association of the Deaf.
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