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3. The NIST’s Maximum Allowable Variations for 
Packages Labeled by Count referenced as Table 2-7 of 
Appendix A of the Fourth Edition of NIST Handbook 133 
(2005); 

4. The NIST’s Maximum Allowable Variations for 
Packages Labeled by Length, (Width) or Area referenced 
as Table 2-8 of Appendix A of the Fourth Edition of NIST 
Handbook 133 (2005); and 

5. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Maximum 
Allowable Variations for Meat and Poultry Groups and 
Lower Limits for Individual Packages referenced as Table 
2-9 of Appendix A of the Fourth Edition of NIST 
Handbook 133 (2005). 

(c) The tables referenced in (b) above are part of a 
document that is reviewed and/or revised periodically as 
needed; the most current document is to be used. The NIST 
Handbook 133 can be obtained from: Weights and Measures 
Division, National Institute of Standards and Technology, 
100 Bureau Drive, Stop 2600, Gaithersburg, MD 20899-
2600, telephone number (301) 975-4004, or at the NIST 
website at www.nist.gov. 

(d) Allowed variations from declared dimensions for 
textiles are as follows: 

1. For an item with no declared dimension less than 24 
inches or 60 centimeters, a minus variation greater than 
three percent of a declared dimension and a plus variation 
greater than six percent of a declared dimension should be 
considered unreasonable. 

2. For an item with a declared dimension less than 24 
inches of 60 centimeters, a minus variation greater than six 
percent of that declared dimension and a plus variation 
greater than 12 percent of that declared dimension should 
be considered unreasonable. 

(e) For mulch, an individual package minus variation 
greater than five percent of the declared volume shall be 
considered unreasonable. 

(f) Allowed variations from declared thickness for 
polyethylene products are as follows for any single 
measurement of thickness: 

1. When the labeled thickness is less than one mil 
(0.001 inch), any individual thickness measurement of a 
polyethylene product may be as much as 35 percent below 
the labeled thickness (that is, at least 65 percent of the 
labeled thickness), as set forth in ASTM Standard D2103-
97, “Standard Specification of Polyethylene Film and 

Sheeting,” 1997, as amended and supplemented, 
incorporated herein by reference. 

2. When the labeled thickness is one mil or larger, any 
individual thickness measurement of a polyethylene 
product may be as much as 20 percent below the labeled 
thickness (that is, at least 80 percent of the labeled 
thickness), as set forth in ASTM Standard D-4397-96, 
“Specification for Polyethylene Sheeting for Construction, 
Industrial and Agricultural Applications,” 1996, as 
amended and supplemented, incorporated herein by 
reference. 

(g) The following table sets forth permitted variations for 
the boundaries of the gray area for different sizes of flour 
packages: 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 

    
 The average And any  
 package error individual  
 is minus and package error  
 between zero is minus and  

The labeled and 3% of is between the  
weight is label weight MAV MAV +3% 

    
2 lb -0.06 lb -0.07 lb -0.13 lb 
5 lb -0.15 lb -0.14 lb -0.29 lb 

10 lb -0.30 lb -0.22 lb -0.52 lb 
20 lb -0.60 lb -0.31 lb -0.91 lb 
25 lb -0.75 lb -0.37 lb -1.12 lb 
50 lb -1.50 lb -0.50 lb -2.00 lb 

100 lb -3.00 lb -2.00 lb -5.00 lb 

Amended by R.1995 d.541, effective October 16, 1995. 
See:  27 N.J.R. 2875(a), 27 N.J.R. 3972(a). 
Amended by R.2000 d.416, effective October 16, 2000. 
See:  32 N.J.R. 2648(a), 32 N.J.R. 3858(a). 

In (d), changed ASTM Standard references in 1 and 2. 
Amended by R.2006 d.129, effective April 3, 2006. 
See:  37 N.J.R. 3554(a), 38 N.J.R. 1577(a). 
Rewrote (a); recodified former (b)-(e) as (d)-(g); added (b) and (c). 

13:47K-5.3 Definitions 

The following words and terms, as used in this subchapter, 
shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly 
indicates otherwise: 

“ASTM” means American Society for Testing and 
Materials, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, West Conshohocken, PA 
19428-2959, telephone (610) 832-9500, www.ASTM.org. 

New Rule, R.2000 d.416, effective October 16, 2000. 
See:  32 N.J.R. 2648(a), 32 N.J.R. 3858(a). 




