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HOWELL, TRICE & HOPE, P.A.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
211 SPRING STREET
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 72201

e

i

MAX HOWELL
WILLIAM H. TRIGE Ili
RONALD A. HOFE
JASON D, FILES

STANLEY M. “JACK" BELL November 18, 1999

Sharon Priest

Secretary of State

State Capitol Room 01
Little Rock, AR 72201-1094

Re:  Regulation 10 - Respiratory Care Practitioners

Dear Ms. Priest:

TELEPHONE
501-372-4144
TELECOPIER
501-372-7480

Enclosed is a copy of a Regulation of the Arkansas State Medical Board involving Respiratory

Care Practitioners. Enclosed also is a completed Arkansas Register Transmittal Sheet.

Respectiully,
HOWELL, TRICE & HOPE, P A.
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REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE ,

LICENSING AND PRACTICE OF S3KOV22 PH 3: 05

RESPIRATORY CARE PRACTITIONERS

SHARUN FRIEST

L.

i

D

33

34

3.6

37

APPLICATION FOR LICENSURE. Aay person who plans (o pmcgﬁa;;ﬁﬁiszﬁ&&hé‘e'a Séggfizatory
care practitioner (LRCP) in the state of Arkansas shall, in addidon 1o°de eriSbodiRE ARGRS v in
accordance with the requirement of Section 35 or 6 of Act 937 of 198y, apply for licznsire 10 the
Board on forms and in such manner as the Board shall prescribe. .

FORMS. Application forms may be secured from the Arkansas Stace Medical Board.

TIME AND PLACE OF FILING. Applicants pursuing licansure in the stae of Ackansas by
examination shall mail completed applications wgether with necessary documents and fees to the

Board by the foliowing dares: )
Examination  Deadline

March Decemter 13
July Aprl 13
MNovember Aygust 13

Applications filed after the aforementioned deadlines will be considered by the Board for the next
scieduled examination.

EXANMINATION. All respiratory care practitioners shall be required (0 pass an examination,
approved by the Board, for a license to practice the professicn in Arkansas, 2xcepi as otherwise
stued in Sections § and [2 of Act 952 of 1987. It is not the intent of the Board to examine for
licznsure as a respiratory care practitioner those individuals engaged solely in the practice of
pulmanary funcrion testng.

TIME AND SUPERVISION. Applicants for licensure shall be examined for licznsure at a time
and under supervision as the Board may determine as stated in Section 5 of Act 332 of 1987.
FREQUENCY AND PLACE. All examinatons will be given in the city of Linle Rock at a time
and place published by the Board. The Board shall give reasonable public nodee of such
examination and deadlines in accordance with its rules ar least sixty (60) days prior to its
administration.

PASSING SCORE. The Board shall establish with recommendations fom the Arkansas
Respiratory Care Examining Commirtee, the swandards for acceptable performance for each
examinarion.

RE-EXAMIMATION. Any applicant who fails an examination and is refused 1 license may
repeat the examinadon upon payment of the prescribed fee.

LICENSING. All respiratory care pracritioners in the swme of Arkansas must be licensed (o
practice, except as otherwise stated in Section 15 of Act 952 of 1987.

BY EXAMINATION. The Board shall register as a respirarory care practitioner and shall issue a
licznse 10 any person who satistactorily passes the examination provided for in the Act and who
otherwise meets the requirements for qualificadon contained herein and pays a fee as determined

by the Board.

- BY WAIVER OF EXAMINATION. The Board shall waive the examination and grant a license

as a licensed respirtory care practitioner (LRCP) to any person who meets the qualificadons
oudined in Section 8.2 of Act 932 of 1987. '
TEMPORARY LICENSE, The secretary of the Board may issue 3 temporary permic without
examination {0 practice respiralory care (o persons who are not licensed in other starzs but
otherwise meet the qualificadons for licensure ser out in the Act. The lemporary permit may be
renewable at six (6) month intervals not o exceed 2 maximum of two (2) permits per applicant.
RECIPROCITY. A licensed respiratory care practitioner who has been issued 3 license in another
siate or lermitory whose qualifictions for licensure meer or sxceed those prescribed in the Act
shall be issued a license o practice respirtory care in the stte of Arkansas upon payiient of the
prescribed fees if the state or termiory trom which the aciaplic:m: comes accords 2 similar privilege
ot licensure to persons licensed in this state by the Board.
RENEWAL. A license or re-regismation tee of $25.00 shall be paid 10 the Board by each
respiratory care practidoner wio holds a license to practice respirtory care in the state of
Arkansas. This re-regismation fee shall be paid in the month of anuary. The license of any
erson failing to re-register and pay said fee by March | shall expire anomatically,
INSTATEMENT. Any delinquent license of less than five () years may be reinstated by
paying all delinquent fees and 2 penalty of 53.00 for each year or part of a year he has been
delinquent.  Any person who shall fail o re-register and pay the annual fee for fve (9
consecutive years shall be required to be re-examined by the Board. as per Rule 2, before his
license may be reinstated,
REFUSAL, REVOCATION, AND/OR SUSPENSION OF LICENSE. The Board afier due notice
and hearing may deny or refuse {o renew a license, or mdy suspend or revoke a licsnse, of any

licznsee or applicant for licensure: ) )
(a) Who is habitually drunk or who is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs;



(b1 Who has been convicted of a violation of state or federal narcotic laws.

{c) Wha s, in the judgement of the Board. guilty of immoral or unprotessional conduct.

(d) Who has bezn convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude;

{e} Who is guilty, in the judzemen: of the Board, of gross negligence in his pracdcs as a
TESPITALOry Care practitioner.

(h=~Who-has-obuined orattemped 6obinin T3 5t Ation by Kaud oF material mistepresentation:

5.1

53

5.4

(2) Who has bezn declared insane by a court of competent jurisdiction and has not therearier been

fawfully declared sane; .
(h} Who has weated or underaken to trear ailments 1o human beings other than by respiratory

care and as autharized by this Act, or who has undarzkzn 1o practice independent of the
prescription and direction of a licensed physician.

ZZ3. The fees are as follows: )
Initial a?pticau‘on for licensure by examination or by reciprocity: 373.00

An applicant whose application is rejected shall be refunded all bur 323.00 of the paid
application fes,

Application for temporary permit: 333.00
Annual renewal; 3525.00

Re-examinarion: 390.00
Reinstatement: All delinquent fees plus a penalty of 33.C0 per year for all years delinguent.

CONTINUING EDUCATION. All respiratory care practitioners licensed by the Board in the

state of Arkansas must show documentation of compietion of six (6) continuing education units

as a condidon for renewal of licensure.

TYPES OF ACCEPTABLE CONTINUING

EDUCATION.

The following categories of experience will be accepted for meeting the continuing education

requirements:

a.  Courses completed in the techniques and application of respiratory therapy care provided
through an approved respiratory care educartional program.

b. Participation in programs which provide for the awarding of continuing respiratory care
education, continuing education units or equivalent credits which may be sranred through
national or swme orzanizations such as the American Association of Respiratory Care,
Arkansas Sociery for Respiratory Care, American Thoracic Seciety for the American College
of Chest Physicians, or their successor Organizations.

¢. Insoucdon in programs as described in the preceding sections (a.b) provided such instruction
is not related (0 one's employment responsibilities,

d. Passage of the National Board for Respiratory Care credentialling or ie-credentnling
examinations for the entry level pracddoner or the written or clinical simuiadon for advanced

ractitioners.

TYP%S OF ACTIVITIES NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT.

The following activities are not acceptable for meeting condnuing education rquirements:

2. Unsupervised courses of study.

b. Organization activity such as service on committess or councils or as officers in a
protessional organization.

€. Ay activity completed prior to the issuance of the initia! licanse.

DCCUMENTATION. All licensed practitoners shall submit documentation of completion of

continuing education experiences on such forms as the Board shall supply, upon renewal of the

licznse. Acceptable documentation is as Follows:

a. Official transcripes documenting compledon of respiratory care course work.

b. A signed certfication by a program leader or insmuctor of the practifioner's attendance in a
program by lener an letterhead of the sponsoring agency, certficate, or official congnwing
educution transcripc accompanied by a brochure, agemda, program. or other applicable

information indicating the program content.

C. A letter from a sponsoring institution on the agency's leaerhead giving the name of the
program, location, dares. subjects taughr, and hours of instuction.,

d. A nowrized copy of the orficial ranscrpe indicating succssstul passage of the National Board
of Respiratory Care credanrialling or re-credenualing examinations for the anwy level
practidoner or the written or clinical simulation for advanced pracridoners.

CONTINUING EDUCATION CREDIT. Continuing educadaon credits will be awarded based on

the following criterin; )

o  For completed applicable respiratory care course work, five (5) continuing educatdon units
will be awarded tor each semester credit or hour successfully completed,

b. For programs anended, continuing educations units will be awarded as stated in the pragram
literamure or one (1) coniinuing edacation unit will be awarded for each hour of insouction.

¢. For insmuction. three (3) continuing education units will be awarded for each clock hour of
respiratory care instruction.

d. For passage of the Nadonal Bowrd for Respiratory Care credentialling or re-credendalling
examinations for the entry level practitioner or the written or clinical simulation or advanced

practitioner, six (6) continuing education units will be awarded.



5.3

FALURE TO COMPLETE THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENT. A
practidoner who has failed (o complete the requirements for continuing education as specified in

Secrion 4. 1;
2. May be granted up 10 a three (3) month extension at which time all requirements must be met.

b. A practitioner may not receive another exlension at the end of the new reporting period.
EXCESSIVE CONTINUING EDUCATION. CREDITS

Credits réported on the Board which exceed the required number as specified in Secrion 4.1 shall

nat be credited to the new reporting period. )
HARDSHIP. The Board has considered hardship sitation in formuladng lh;sc sections.

The provisions of this Section (5-5.8) shall become effective January 1, 1989,
EINITIONS.

DE
ACT DEFINED. The ierm Act as used in these miles shall mean Act 1094, the Arkansas

Respiratory Care Act of 1995,
MATIONAL CREDENTIALS DEFINED. The Nadonal Board of Respimtory Care jssues the
credentials of C.R.T.T. (Cenified Respiratory Therapy Technician) and RR.T (Registered
Respiratory Therapist), Persons holding these credentials mezr the qualifications for licensure in
the state of Arkansas until otherwise determined by the Board.
STATE CREDENTIALS DEFINED. Persons who have met the qualifications and obtained a
license in the state of Arkansas shall be designated by the credentals of LR.C.P, (Licensed
Raspiratary Care Practitioner).

OTHER DEFINITIONS.

STUDENT. A person currently enrolled in an accredited, approved training program who is
acdvely engaged In the clinical practice of respiratory care at the level of their einical education.
LIMITED. The clinical practice of respiratory care shall be restricted to the level of current and
progressive clinical raining as provided by an accredited, approved training program in
ra%imtory care. The definition applies to FeSPIrROry care students.

SUPERVISION,  On-site supervision by a licensed respiraiory care practtioner who is
responsible for the functioning of the practitioner,

APPROVED TRAINING PROGRAM. Respiratary care programs appraved by the Arkansas
State Board of Higher Eqducation or like organizations in other states.

Members of the Arkansas Respiratory Care Examining Committee will

be paid the sum of $35 per day per diem when they are meeting as
a Committee.



